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CLIFTON CELEBRATES 30 YEARS! 
Annual Graduation & Honors Dinner 

October 4, 2009 at 6:00pm 
Peachtree Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall 

 

Who knew?  When a group of committed and faithful members of Clifton Presbyterian Church drove 
downtown on November 1, 1979 and picked up those first three men to come and spend the night in 
their church, who knew they had started something that would touch the lives of thousands of 
Atlantans?  Those who have served and those who have been served are all better for it ï and all 
because a few folks went downtown and showed God's love to their community. 

COME CELEBRATE WITH US!!!  Reconnect with long-time friends and make a few new ones at our 
Annual Graduation and Honors Dinner.  The evening will be filled with memories conjured up by long-
time volunteers, those that just graduated, and many in-between. 

Our celebration will be held on Sunday, October 4th at 6:00pm at Peachtree Presbyterian Church in 
the Fellowship Hall. We hope you'll join us ï tickets are $45 per person or $350 per table of 8. Call our 

office (404-373-3253) to reserve your place today. 

 

 



A Caring Heart 

By Leslie Prince 

I stopped by Clifton recently to chat with Alice when 

she asked me to walk outside with her.  ñWanda is 

stopping by with goodies ï you know she's been 

doing this for yearsò, she said.  I knew that, for 

many years, Wanda has stopped by periodically 

and dropped off bread and pastries that she has 

picked up from her local Kroger store, but had 

never met her.   It was me that has been missing 

out. 

Momentarily, a big Cadillac pulled up and beautiful 

petite lady hopped out and opened up her trunk.  It 

was full of tasty breakfast food, cookies, and bread 

ï enough for our guys for at least two or three 

weeks.  As Alice and one of the guests unloaded 

Wanda's trunk, I had the pleasure of talking with 

her for a few minutes. 

 

Turns out, Wanda Parker has been volunteering 

and supporting Clifton for 30 years!  Wanda and 

her husband lived in the Candler Park/Lake Claire 

neighborhood when the shelter was established.   

Years ago, Joe Coppage, for whom Joe's Place is 

named, showed up on her porch most mornings for 

breakfast.  ñI'd have Joe on one side of me and 

another neighbor lady who was mentally ill on the 

other side of me and we'd all eat breakfast 

togetherò, Wanda said as we reminisced about 

times gone by. 

She now lives in the Tucker area and has 

persuaded her friends in the Atlanta Northlake Elks 

Lodge Auxiliary to take up the Clifton cause.  The 

auxiliary routinely contributes clothing to the clothes 

closet and has for many years.  Now we know why 

the men of Clifton always look sharp!! Thanks 

ladies!  

I asked Wanda why she continues to volunteer at 

Clifton.  She was quick to point to the lessons that 

she learned as a child from her parents and 

grandparents.  ñPut this downò, she said.  ñMy 

mother taught me a word and said that it was the 

greatest word ever ï the word is CARE.  If you 

care, you can do something.  I still remember that 

lessonò. 

I'd say that Wanda cares.  And the men of Clifton 

are forever grateful to Wanda's mom for passing on 

great lessons. 

 

  

Night Hospitality by The Numbers 

Quarter  2nd Quarter  

Guests Served  57 

Employment  14 

Housing  13 

Programs  3 

Benefits/Other  5  

Positive Outcome  35 

  61% 

We are thrilled and give glory to God and thanks to 

our great staff and volunteers for the transformation 

that is continually occurring in the lives of the men of 

Clifton!. 



Please Won't You  

Be Our Neighbor? 

Mr. Rogers certainly wasn't the only one that lived 

in great neighborhood.  The men of Clifton are so 

very fortunate to be surrounded by neighbors who 

give freely of their love, their support, their good 

wishes, and their imported cheeses.  IMPORTED 

CHEESES???  Yes, imported cheeses. 

 

Thanks to the wonderful folks at Candler Park 

Market, especially CPM manager, Rick Johnson 

fantastic and tasty treats are frequently on the 

menu at Clifton.  Items that haven't sold and are 

being taken off the shelves or out of the cooler 

often make their way to Clifton.  CPM Deli 

Manager, Heather, also makes sure that the Clifton 

men enjoy artesian bread!  Our executive director, 

Alice Jenkins, told about a recent trip to Candler 

Park Market after Rick called and said that he has 

some food to donate.  ñI read the labels and 

couldn't believe it.  The guys ate better than if they 

were at a 5-star restaurant that night!ò 

This generosity and goodness all began last year 

when former CPM associate Martha Brown 

suggested that the market donate extra food to 

Clifton.  In fact, Martha took it one step further and 

convinced her friend, Lisa Cooper, from Osteria 

432 pizza and pasta restaurant located on North 

Highland Avenue in  Virginia Highlands to support 

Clifton, as well.  Osteria 432 has treated the guys to 

dinner several times and also financially supports 

CSM. 

Clifton serves over 2500 meals per month.  

Donations of food, such as that provided by 

Candler Park Market, help to stretch our dollars just 

a little further and stretch the variety of food that we 

serve for dinner a whole lot further.   Thanks to 

neighbors like Rick and all of the folks at Candler 

Park Market for saying, ñYES!ò to our question ï 

please won't you be our neighbor? 

 

 

Brown Baggin' It 

As part of our health and wellness initiative, we 

began offering brown bag lunches for our guests.  It 

has become very popular and they are always 

eager to find out what surprises await them at lunch 

time.  But it takes a lot of work to prepare food for 

and assemble 30 lunch bags each day.  But thanks 

to a group of faithful volunteers, the job is in the 

bag, so to speak. 

Last year, some great folks from Epworth United 

Methodist Church began volunteering every other 

week to make enough lunches to last for several 

days.  Recently, they've been joined by equally 

great folks from Veritas Church who volunteer on 

the alternating weeks and share the load.  Not only 

do they make sandwiches and assemble the bags, 

they often include messages of encouragement 

written on each bag. 

We're also thankful for groups from Presbyterian 

Church of the Resurrection, Morningside 

Presbyterian, Mt. Vernon Presbyterian among 

others who stop by regularly with sandwiches 

and/or lunch bags that they have prepared during 

Sunday School, Youth Group, or Women's group 

meetings.  If your group would like to participate, 

please feel free to contact Alice and she'd be 

thrilled to put you on the lunch bunch schedule. 

  



Welcome New Volunteers 

We welcomed a host of fabulous new volunteers to 

Clifton during the first six months of this year!  A 

special shout-out to:  

Brothers Building Brothers (Total Faith Global 
Ministries) 

Church of the Master 

Buford Presbyterian Church 

God Faith Pavilion 

Eastside Church 

Buckhead Church 

Greater Fair Hill Baptist  Church 

Community Friendship Socialization Program 

Each of these churches or groups committed to 

support Clifton as evening hosts, special event 

volunteers, or as financial partners.  We couldn't do 

it without you and thank God for each of you! 

Improvements 

The Clifton parking lot was recently repaired and 

repaved due to the kindness of the  McDonald 

Family Foundation.  It really looks fabulous and we 

are so thankful to them.  When the paving was 

complete, CSM Night Hospitality guest, Tim, 

realized that he could contribute to the project, too.  

Tim offered to put his 30+ years of brick-laying 

experience to good use and repaired the little wall 

that separates the parking lot from the sidewalk and 

trees.  Joe's Place Resident Manager, Reggie 

Jones, and Tim went to Lowe's and purchased the 

required materials and Tim got busy with his task.  

It looks great and we are indeed grateful to Tim for 

taking the initiative to beautify the property.  I'm 

sure if you know of anyone in need of a very 

competent brick-layer, Tim would love to hear from 

you.  Please contact Alice at (404) 373-3253 x1. 

Clifton Healthcare é  

By the Numbers 

The first reporting period for our healthcare initiative 

ended on June 30, 2009 and we're thrilled to report 

our outcomes and statistics! 

Number of Guests served at CSM 219 

Number of Guests who participated  

in healthcare initiative 196 
(those whose stay was less than 7 days did not participate) 

Submitted to TB Testing 167 

Obtained healthcare card 183 

Diagnosed with hypertension 64 

Diagnosed with diabetes 26 

Diagnosed with mental illness 71 

Participated in HIV Testing 59 

Documented HIV 38 

Eye appointments & glasses 19 

The stories that our guests tell only reinforce the 

importance of this program.  Their quality of life has 

been dramatically increased and the amount of 

money (mostly tax dollars) spent has dramatically 

decreased.  We very rarely have to call the 

ambulance, down from one call per week prior to 

this program.  Men who walked in using canes and 

crutches and with no control over their health, walk 

out with their backs straight and heads held high.  

 

 

Funding for Clifton Sanctuary Ministries is provided by the City of Atlanta, Georgia Department of Community Affairs, HUD,  

local communities, churches and many individuals. We love you, We bless you, We appreciate you, We thank God for you! 

Sharing the love of God we are a 
sanctuary to men seeking to 

overcome homelessness. 
Clifton Sanctuary Ministries 


